Green ordinance picks up speed 
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Township officials also are working on an ordinance that would encourage green building on private sector projects in Lower Makefield. 
A commitment to green building starts at home, the Lower Makefield supervisors have decided. 

The board voted 4-1 at a recent meeting to move ahead with an ordinance that would require green, or environmentally conscious, building techniques on new construction or renovations involving 2,500 square feet or more on township properties. 

Specifically, the ordinance would require a silver certification from the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design [LEED] program on such projects. 

Township solicitor Dave Truelove and other professionals will finish writing the ordinance. The supervisors then will vote at a meeting in the next few weeks on whether to advertise it, and, if that passes, will vote on whether to actually enact the ordinance. 

Supervisors Matt Maloney, Ron Smith, Jason Simon and Greg Caiola voted to move ahead while Pete Stainthorpe was the lone vote against. He favors green building but didn't see the necessity of this ordinance. 

"Green building saves money and there's a lot of good stuff associated with it, but I don't see why we're wasting time and money on an ordinance governing ourselves when we have no plans to build anytime soon," Stainthorpe said. "To me, this was more of a feel good 'look what we did' type of thing and not something of any real substance." 

The other supervisors disagreed and said it was important to demonstrate the township's commitment to green building in the form of an ordinance. Members of the township's Environmental Advisory Council also pushed hard for an ordinance. 

"I think it's important for government to take a leadership role in demonstrating its commitment to sustainable building," said EAC member Lisa Grayson Zygmunt, who owns a company called Resource Dynamics/Green Building Education that trains contractors on how to build green. 
"An investment in green building is an investment in efficiency," she added. 

Township supervisors had considered just a resolution, but an ordinance demonstrates a firmer commitment because it would be harder for any future board to repeal, Grayson Zygmunt said. 

Silver is the second-lowest of the four LEED certifications, which are certified, silver, gold and platinum. 

The EAC and other township officials also are working on a green building ordinance that would cover private sector construction in the township. It probably would not force contractors to build green but would lay out a system of incentives and rewards for doing so, Grayson Zygmunt said. 

Stainthorpe said township officials should have moved right to the private sector ordinance and not spent time on the law governing construction on township properties. 

In Doylestown, a green building incentive system put together by planning director and assistant borough manager Phil Ehlinger can save developers up to 50 percent on their building permit fees. In Arlington County, Va., commercial builders can, in some cases, add an extra story to their structures if they meet a certain green standard, Grayson Zygmunt said. 

Building green means building in such a way that has less of an environmental impact and is less of a drain on finite resources. The green building council's LEED program awards points to builders for each green construction technique used. 

There are dozens of such techniques, including the use of waterless urinals in bathrooms to cut down on water consumption, geothermal or solar heating systems to reduce fossil fuel consumption, permeable pavement in parking lots that allows water to soak back into the ground, and the use of recyclable building materials.
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